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4 10 LER A 11 ON in Scotland, no Breach 


of the UNIO N. 


ſecute all thoſe who differ from them in Opinion, belides the Pa- 
piſts and Presbyterians. Wherever they get the Power into their 
Hands, their Clergy make it a Point of Conſcience, not to ſuffer 


I| Know of no Se& of Chriſtians who aſſert it as a Principle, to Per- 
any who live under their Juriſdiction, to Worſhip God in Publick, unleſs 


they do it exactly after their Way and Manner, and unleſs they believe 


in all things as they believe. It is for this Reaſon, that thoſe of the 


Church of Rome are not allowed a Liberty of Conſcience in moſt Pro- 


teſtant Countries, becauſe they allow none to Proteſtants wherever they 


have the Dominion. | 
The Presbyterians, although they have the ſame Spirit of Perſecution 


as the Roman Catholicks, and have always exerciſed it whenever they 
ot the Power into their Hands, yet have met with greater Lenity 
rom the Church of England; becauſe they looked upon the Presbyte- 
rians not to be altogether ſo Corrupt in Doctrine and Worſhip as 
the Church Rome, and they entertained hopes of being able, by gen- 
tleneſs and mildneſs, to bring back to the Boſom of the Church, their 
Brethren who had been led aſtray by Wolves in Sheep's Cloathing. 


The Epiſcopal Church of Scotland gave the ſame Indulgence to tlie 


Presbyterians there, as the Church of England gave to thoſe in Ex- 
land. But the Presbyterians of Scotland no ſooner got the Power in- 


* their Hande, but they tore the Eſtabliſhed Church in pieces, Voted 


the Order of Biſhops to be an Unchriſtian Uſurpation, ſet looſe the 
Rabble on all the Epiſcopal Clergy, and repreſented the Laity of that 
Perſwaſion as being Jacobites, and Diſaffected to the Civil Government. 
This was the grateful return which the Presbyterians of Scotland made 
to the Epiſcopal Church there, for the Toleration which they had en- 
joyed under ſeveral preceeding Reigns. 3 4 

It was ſome Years after the Change of Government, before any ftop 
could be put to the Rage and Fury of the Presbyterian Perſecution 
in Scotland. But at laſt an Act of Parliament was procured, to Ex- 
empt the Epiſcopal Miniſters who remained in Poſſeſſion of their 


Churches, from the Juriſdiction of the Presbyterians. And b 695. 


Sl this gave the Epiſcopal Party ſome Eaſe and Reſpite. 
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They had by this means ſome Lucid Intervals ; but freſh Perſecutions 
were daily raiſed againſt them in Towns where the Presbyterian Mi- 
niſters could influence the Magiſtrates to be the Executioners of their 
r cc cnfenrnqan. | 
When her preſent Majeſty came to the Throne, the Presbyterians 
were ſo apprehenſive of a new Change of Government in the Church, 
that they lay for. ſome time {till and dormant, and inſtead of Perſe- 
cuting others, would have gladly Compounded' for a Toleration to them- 
ſelves. But in a little time they began to recover New Life, and to 
raiſe freſh Diſturbances to thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion. Her 
Majeſty was always ready to order a Redreſs of ſuch Abuſes, when- 
ever they came to her Ears; but by reaſon of the diſtance of the 
place, many a poor Clergy-Man has been Ruined, with his Family, 
2 he could make his Caſe known to the Queen. 7 
The Epiſcopal Party being aſſured of the Queen's Juſtice and Pro- 
tection, and there being no Law in being againſt their Meeting toge- 
ther for Religious Worſhip; nay, on the contrary, there being ſtan- 
ding Laws which exempt the Epiſcopal Miniſters from the Authority 
and Juriſdiction of the Presbyterian Synods and Aſſemblies; they did 
not think it Neceſſary to apply to Her Majeſty for a Toleration, which 
they thought themſelves already ſufficiently Entitled to by the Laws in 
being. This ſtill. became leſs Neceſſary by the Union of the Two King- 
doms; when the Epiſcopal Clergy had no Reaſon to apprehend any : 
Perſecution: or Diſturbance in their Religious Worſhip, during the Reign 
of their moſt Religious and Gracious Sovereign, and under the Inſſu- 
ence of a Britiſh Parliament, the Members of which, a very few ex- | 
cepted, being all of them true Sons of the Church of England. 
But ſuch 1s the natural bent of that Party to Perſecution, that nei- 
ther the Commands of the Queen, nor the Intereſt of the Church of 
England in the Legiſlative Authority, has been able to protect the 
poor Epiſcopal Miniſters of Scotland from being haraſſed and perſecuted 
by the Presbyterians, for Worſhipping God after the way of their 
Fathers. One of the Epiſcopal Miniſters, Mr. Greenſbields, having been 
Proſecuted and Impriſoned by them, for Reading the Engliſh Service 
in a Meeting Houſe at Edinburgh, brought his Cauſe before the Houſe 


ef Lords. And the Lords having heard Council on both Sides, and 


fully Examined into the Matter, declared it to be their Opinion, that 

there was no Law in Scotland againit Epiſcopal Meetings, or againit 

the Uſe of the Liturgy of the Church of Eugland. It was thought, 

that after the Houſe of Lords had fo ſolemnly interpoſed their Judgment 

in this Matter, that the Presbyterians would not have dared to give 
| Any 


copal Communion from Aſſembling themſelves together for u 


Ho frequent mention is there in t 


41 


any further Diſturbance to thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion in their 
Religious Aſſemblies. But they have in open Contempt and Defiance 
to the Judgment of the Lords, proſecuted ſeveral Epiſcopal Miniſters 
for Reading the Engliſh Service in their Meetings. So that ſeeing nei- 
ther an Order from the Queen, nor a Sentence of the Higheſt Court 
of Judicature, has been able to Tie up the Hands of the Presbyterians, 
from Perſecuting their Fellow Subjects; it has been thought abſolutely 
Neceſſary, for the Eaſe and Quiet of the Epiſcopal Clergy and Laity 
of Scotland, to bring in a Bill into Parliament, to reſtrain the Fury of 


the Presbyterians. 


To hinder the Paſſing of this Bill, they raiſe a Noiſe and a Clamour, 


that this intended Toleration, or rather Protection, is a Breach of the 


Union. As if they were entitled by the Act of Union, to Perſecute and 
Haraſs their Fellow Subjects that differ from them in Opinion, and that 
it ſhall not be in the power of Queen and Parliament to Protect them. 
The Act of Union ſecures to them their Church Government by Kirk 
Seſſions, Presbyteries, Synods and Aſſemblies; but neither the Act of 
Union, nor any Act of Parliament ratified by it, debars thoſe of the Epiſ- 


Worſhip. Cannot the Presbyterians enjoy their Government of the 


Church by their Synods and Aſſemblies, although the Epiſcopal Party, 


who are. not of their Communion, meet together for the Worſhip of 


God ? A Liberty of Conſcience to thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion, is 
fo far from being Inconſiſtent with the Governmens of the Church by 


Kirk Seſſions, Presbyteries, Synods and Aſſemblies, that this was the ve- 
ry Form of the Church Government in Scotland when it was Governed 
by Biſhops. Only with this difference, that the Biſhops were the Super- 
viſors and Inſpectors of the other Clergy ; whereas now that they live 
in a Parity, they are only a Check to one another. And I dare be bold 


to ſay, that although the Epiſcopal Miniſters had a Succeſſion of Biſhops 


continued among them, as long as-they did not meddle with the Be- 


nefices and Revenues of the Eitabliſhed Church, nor with its Govern- 


ment, it would be no Eacroachment on Presbytery, nor no Breach of 
tlie Union. Does it not appear from the Hiſtory of the firſt Settlement 
of Presbytery in Scotland, that at the ſame time that Presbytery was de- 


clared to be the ſtanding Government of the Church, There were Bi- 


Mops in being, and that thoſe my Biſhops then fat in Parliament? 
ie Acts of Parliament of thoſe times, 

of the Three Eftates of Parliament, of which the Biſhops were always 

accounted One. 85 


Bur 
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But the Enemies of this Toleration cry out, that the Clauſe of Ex- 
emption of thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion from the Cenſures of 
the Presbyterian Church Judicatures, is an Eneroachment on their Ju- 


riſdiction. To this, I think, the Anſwer is very plain. For this Clauſe _ I 


takes nothing in effect from the Presbyterians of what they had before. 
All the Power they have as Spiritual Judicatures, is only to inflict the 
Cenſure of Excommunieation againſt thoſe who refuſe to obey their Au- 
thority. But this Excommunication of theirs is not attended with 


any Civil Penalty; for that was aboliſhed by an Act of Parliament 


ſince the late Eſtabliſhment of Presbytery. The Civil Magiſtrate can- 
not legally Impriſon any Man, meerly becauſe he is Exeommunicated 


for his Contumacy to the Church Judicatures. If the Party who is 
cited before them, thinks fit to appear and to own their Juriſdiction, 


and they proceed legally to condemn him; the Civil Magiſtrate is then 
bound to be aiding and aſſiſting in putting their Sentence in Execution. 
But againſt thoſe who refuſe to own their Juriſdiction, they have no 


other Coercive Means, but to Excommunicate them. And their Ex- 


communication can have no effect upon thoſe who are not of their Com- 


munion, and who think it ſinful to Communicate with them, in their 


State of Schiſm and Oppoſition to th Primitive Apoſtolick Church. 


All the uſe that they make of | gangs gp againſt thoſe who are 
a 


not Members of their Church, is to make them appear Bugbears and 
Monſters in the eyes of the poor deluded Vulgar. And it is only to 
prevent this Unchriſtian Practiſe of theirs, that this Clauſe of Exemption 
15 inſerted into the Bill. £ t 4637 i de 

I would not have any body think, that this Exemption is any Encou- 
ragement to Profaneneſs and Immorality, as the Presbyterians induſtri- 
oully give out. For all the Laws againſt Profaneneſs and Immorality, 
ate expreſly reſerv'd in the Bill; and thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion, 
are as liable as the Presbyterians, to be puniſhed by the Civil Magiſtrate, 
for any ſuch Offences they commit. Before this Bill, the Presbyterlan Mi- 
niſters, in their Church Judicatures, could not puniſh theſe Offences any 


other way than by Excommunication. If they intended any other puniſh- 


ment, they were obliged to inform the Civil Magiſtrate, and he was to put 
the Laws in Execution againſt the Offenders. Now I ſee nothing in this 


Bill, that hinders the Presbyterian Minitters ſtill from informing the Civil 


Magiſtrate, when they know of any perſons, of what Communion ſoever 


they be, that live ia open Prophaneneſs and Immorality. They may 
{till be Informers, and get the Laws put in Execution againſt ſuch Ot- 

fenders. And they are only tied up by this Bill, from Haraſſing and |} 
Proſecuting them before their Church Judicatures. And ſuppoſe one ff 
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8 of the Epiſcopal Communion has fallen into ſome Sin, and does heartily 
of * repent of it, and is deſirous to have the Abfolution of the Church upon 


his Repentance, would it be reaſonable to force him to appear before the 
ſe Presbyterian Church Judicatures, to receive Abſolution from them, when 
e. he believes in his Confcience that they have not the Legal Power of Ab- 
le ſolving Sins, for want of Epiſcopal Ordination. If he were obliged to 
1- appear before them, he could not reſt ſatisfied in Conſcience, till he ſhould 


h FJ receive Abſolution from the Hands of a Paſtor duly Ordained. And why 
it ſhould that Hardſhip be put upon thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion, 


1- to make them do double Penance for their Offences ? _ 

d People who are Strangers to the Conſtitution of Scotland, may be led 
is into an Error by the Suggeſtions of thoſe who oppoſe this Bill; as if thoſe 
1, of the Epiſcopal Communion were to be exempted thereby from the Ju- 
n f rifdiction of any Spiritual Courts whatſoever : whereas the Diſſenters in 


1. # Ezxgland, notwithſtanding the Foleration they enjoy, are ſtill Subject to 
o ; the Spiritual Courts there. A few words will fully clear up this Mat- 
f ter, and ſhew what a groſs Impoſition the Presbyterians would put upon 
t- Þ} thoſe who are not ſo fully vers'd in the Affairs of Scotland. For the 
ir {| Members of the Epiſcopal Communion, although they ſhould be exemp- 
1. ted from appearing before the Presbyterian Miniſters in their Church Ju- 
e Jdicatures, would {till be ſubje& to the Juriſdiction of the Spiritual 
d (Courts, as well as to Puniſhment by the Civil. Magiſtrate. The Com- 
o Imiſſary Courts in Scotland, are what is properly meant by the Spiritual 
n Courts. The Judges thereof were the Biſhops Commiſtiries, and had 
TCognizance of Wills, Marriages, Divorces, and Actions of Scandal and Defa- 
j Fmation. Theſe Courts were not aboliſhed with Epiſcopacy, but {till 


i ontinue, and have the ſame Juriſdiction as formerly. There is only this 
2 ifference, that whereas formerly the Commiſſaries were named by the 
1, Biſhops, they are now named by the Queen. But ſtill they continue to 
e {have the ſame Juriſdiction, in all Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, and over all Per- 
- ſſons, as formerly. So that to fay, that if the Members of the Epiſcopal 
y ommunion be exempted from appearing before the Presbyterian Mini- 


J= ers in their Synods and Aſſemblies, they will be ſubje& to no Spiritual 


t ourt whatſoever, is a moſt groſs Fal ſhood, and induſtriouſſy given out 
Is fo miſlead thoſe who have had no Opportunities of knowing the Conſti- 
1 fution of the Church of Scotland. wa bi; 
r It has been always the Practice of the Presbyterian Party, when they 
„ Pould not gain their Ends by fair Means, to blacken and aſperſe thoſe 


. e oppoſe them, to uſe Threatnings, and to boaſt of their Numbers 
d fund Power. And this has always been their Cant againſt thoſe of the 
b [Epiſcopal Perſwaſion in Scotland, to repreſent them as Jacobites, as =_ 
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ſons evil Affected to: the preſent Government; and they have all along 

induſtriouſly. given out, that the Epiſcopal Party in Scotland were but 4 
Handful in compariſon: of the Presbyterians. And this Artifice they 
practis'd with fo good Succeſs, that I dare ſay a great many Members of 
the Church of England appoſed the Union for no other Reaſon, but that 
they were afraid leſt their Church might bein Danger by the addition of 
Strength, which the Body of Engliſh Diſſenters might receive from the 


Members of Parliament that might be returned from Scotland. But how: 


have their Eyes been opened by the laſt Election, although the Country 
was ſtill under the Influence of a Whiggiſh Adminiſtration | 25 
The Epiſcopal Party, who had been under a Cloud for ſo many Years 


before, no ſooner began to ſee the leaft Sun-ſhine, and to receive Counte- 


nance and Protection, But they exerted themſelves in ſuch a manner, as 


to return ſuch a Repreſentative to the Parliament, that at leaſt two, 


Thirds of them are . e of the Epiſcopal Church. Which. is a 
plain Demonſtration of the Inclinations of the People, and that by far 
the greateſt Part of the Inhabitants of Scotland are Epiſcopal. And if I 
am rightly informed, it-the Offices of Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, and, 
others, were put into the Hands of the Epiſcopal Party, the Presbyte- 


rians would be able to return few or no Members of their own, Princi- 
e, Foy : 


It was Majter of Amazement to wany of the Enghſb, Nobility and: 

) rad Been ; Ay 8 dy the fa Reports f the 
Presbyterians, bragging of ta ir OWN Strength, that they believed a cots 
Man anda Presbyterian were convertible Terms, to ſee ſo many of the 
Scottiſh Nobility and Gentry expreſs, on all Occaſions, as much Zeal. 


and Concern for the Church of ons as if they had been Born and 
Educated in it. And I think. thoſe 


"Þ' | lM think of the Epiſcopal Communion have 
given ſufficient, Demonſtration to the World, of their Loyalty and Af 


« 4 


tection to the preſent Government, by ſtanding up in Defence of her Ma- 
jeſties Prerogative, paying a juſt Deference to her Commands, and diſ- 


couraging all Seditious and Antimonarchical Principles, Which have been 
ſo induſtriouſly propagated by others, with Deſign to create Diſturbances 
under the preſent Adminiſtration. So that from henceforth, Whatever 
the Presby terians can ſay to magnif/ their own Numbers, or to aſperſe 


* 


their fellow Subjets, Who differ from them in Principle, can meet with: 
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